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The Military Collapse of
China's Ming Dynasty,
1618-44 Macmillan
The Ming period of
Chinese history is often
depicted as one of
cultural aridity, political
despotism, and social
stasis. Recent studies
have shown that the arts
continued to flourish,
government remained
effective, people enjoyed
considerable mobility, and
China served as a center
of the global economy.
This study goes further to
argue that China’s

perennial quest for
cultural centrality resulted
in periodic political
changes that permitted
the Chinese people to
retain control over social
and economic
developments. The study
focuses on two and a half
million people in three
prefectures of northeast
Henan, the central
province in the heart of
the "central plain”--a
common synecdoche for
China. The author argues
that this population may
have been more
representative of the
Chinese people at large
than were the residents of
more prosperous regions.
Many diverse individuals

in northeast Henan
invoked historical models
to deal with the present
and shape the future.
Though they differed in
the lessons they drew,
they shared the view that
the Han dynasty was
particularly relevant to
their own time. Han and
Ming politics were integral
parts of a pattern of
Chinese historical
development that has
lasted to the present.
God's Chinese Son: The
Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom of Hong Xiuquan
BRILL
Mao Zedong's political
career spanned more than
half a century. The ideas
he championed
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transformed one of the
largest nations on earth
and inspired revolutionary
movements across the
world. Even today Mao
lives on in China, where
he is regarded by many
as a near-mythical figure,
and in the West, where a
burgeoning literature
continues to debate his
memory. In this book,
leading scholars from
different generations and
around the world offer a
critical evaluation of the
life and legacy of China's
most famous - some
would say infamous - son.
The book brings the
scholarship on Mao up to
date, and its alternative
perspectives equip
readers to assess for
themselves the nature of
this mercurial figure and
his significance in modern
Chinese history.
An Anthropological
Inquiry Into
Confucianism Vintage
This book examines the
military collapse of
China’s Ming Dynasty to a
combination of foreign
and domestic foes. The
Ming’s defeat was a highly
surprising development,
not least because as
recently as in the 1590s
the Ming had managed to
defeat a Japanese force
considered to be perhaps
the most formidable of its
day when the latter
attempted to subjugate

Korea en-route to a
planned invasion of China.
In contrast to
conventional explanations
for the Ming’s collapse,
which focus upon political
and socio-economic
factors, this book shows
how the military collapse
of the Ming state was
intimately connected to
the deterioration of the
personal relationship
between the Ming throne
and the military
establishment that had
served as the cornerstone
of the Ming military
renaissance of the
previous decades.
Moreover, it examines the
broader process of the
militarization of late Ming
society as a whole to
arrive at an
understanding of how a
state with such
tremendous military
resources and potential
could be defeated by
numerically and
technologically inferior
foes. It concludes with a
consideration of the fall of
the Ming in light of
contemporary conflicts
and regime changes
around the globe, drawing
attention to climatological
factors and developments
outside state control.
Utilizing recently released
archival materials, this
book adds a much needed
piece to the puzzle of the
collapse of the Ming

Dynasty in China.
In Limpid Dream Vintage
A remarkable re-creation
of the life of K'ang-hsi,
emperor of the Manchu
dynasty from 1661-1772,
assembled from
documents that survived
his reign. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index.
Representing Lives in
China Minotaur Books
With their world on the
brink of war, three young
heroes from opposite
sides of the conflict
embark on a dangerous
quest that could change
everything. This beautiful
book expands on the
events of Season 1 of the
hit Netflix show The
Dragon Prince. WAR IS
COMING . . . Four full
moons past, humans
crossed into the magical
lands of Xadia and
committed an
unspeakable crime: They
destroyed the only egg of
the Dragon King and
Queen. Now a young
Moonshadow elf assassin
has been sent on her first
mission; she will make the
humans pay for their
heinous act. But before
she can complete her
task, she and two human
princes make an
astonishing discovery . . .
a discovery that could
change everything. And
so the three reluctant
allies set off in a
desperate attempt to stop
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the coming war. Their
journey won't be easy, but
the trio soon learns that
the most serious threat to
their quest can't be
fought with magic or
physical strength. Can
these young heroes
overcome the
longstanding hatred
between humans and
elves, and restore peace
to their world?Written by
Aaron Ehasz (co-creator of
The Dragon Prince and
head writer of Avatar: The
Last Airbender) and
Melanie McGanney Ehasz,
this first canon novel
based on the Netflix
original series finally gives
fans the full story.
Ming China, 1368-1644
Routledge
Stripped of his
possessions and executed
as a result of Mao's Land
Reform Movement in
1948, benevolent
landowner Ximen Nao
finds himself endlessly
tortured in Hell before he
is systematically reborn
on Earth as each of the
animals in the Chinese
zodiac.
The White Mirror
University of Hawaii Press
The author recalls the
holidays he shared with a
loving family growing up
on an isolated Iowa farm
without electicity or
running water, but with
plenty of good will and
Christma spirit, during the

1920s and 1930s.
The Figurative Works of
Chen Hongshou
(1599-1652) W. W. Norton
& Company
The book offers a new
approach to the
discussion on the issue of
Chinese national identity,
providing new insights in
how identity is
constructed and
contested. These issues
are of vital concern for the
understanding of
contemporary China and
its national
consciousness.
The Ming World Rowman
& Littlefield
The Ming World draws
together scholars from all
over the world to bring
China’s Ming Dynasty
(1368-1662) to life,
exploring recent scholarly
trends and academic
debates that highlight the
dynamism of the Ming
and its key place in the
early modern world. The
book is designed to
replicate the structure of
popular Ming-era
unofficial histories that
gathered information and
gossip from a wide variety
of fields and disciplines.
Engaging with a broad
array of primary and
secondary sources, the
authors build upon earlier
scholarship while
extending the field to
embrace new theories,
methodologies, and

interpretive frameworks.
It is divided into five
thematically linked
sections: Institutions,
Ideas, Identities,
Individuals, and
Interactions. Unique in its
breadth and scope, The
Ming World is essential
reading for scholars and
postgraduates of early
modern China, the history
of East Asia and anyone
interested in gaining a
broader picture of the
colorful Ming world and its
inhabitants.
Book One: Moon (The
Dragon Prince #1)
Routledge
This lively and elegant
book by the acclaimed
historian Jonathan D.
Spence reconstructs an
extraordinary episode in
the early intercourse
between Europe and
China. It is the story of
John Hu, a lowly but
devout Chinese Catholic,
who in 1722 accompanied
a Jesuit missionary on a
journey to France--a
journey that ended with
Hu's confinement in a
lunatic asylum. At once a
triumph of historical
detective work and a
gripping narrative, The
Question of Hu deftly
probes the collision of tw
ocultures, with their
different definitions of
faith, madness, and moral
obligation.
Places of Memory in
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Modern China Stanford
University Press
Noted teachers and
scholars William J. Duiker
and Jackson J. Spielvogel
present a balanced, highly
readable overview of
world history that
explores common
challenges and
experiences of the human
past and identifies key
patterns over time.
Thorough coverage of
political, economic, social,
religious, intellectual,
cultural, and military
history is integrated into a
chronological framework
to help students gain an
appreciation and
understanding of the
distinctive character and
development of individual
cultures in society. This
approach, with
organization around
seven major themes
(Science and Technology,
Art and Ideas, Family and
Society, Politics and
Government, Earth and
the Environment, Religion
and Philosophy, and
Interaction and
Exchange), helps students
link events together in a
broad comparative and
global framework, thereby
placing the contemporary
world in a more
meaningful historical
context. Available in the
following options: WORLD
HISTORY, Eighth Edition
(Chapters 1—30); Volume

I: To 1800 (Chapters
1—18); Volume II: Since
1500 (Chapters 14—30).
Important Notice: Media
content referenced within
the product description or
the product text may not
be available in the ebook
version.
Life and Death Are
Wearing Me Out Pelican
Publishing
In The White Mirror, the
follow-up to Elsa Hart’s
critically acclaimed debut,
Jade Dragon Mountain, Li
Du, an imperial librarian
and former exile in 18th
century China, is now an
independent traveler. He
is journeying with a trade
caravan bound for Lhasa
when a detour brings
them to a valley hidden
between mountain
passes. On the icy planks
of a wooden bridge, a
monk sits in
contemplation. Closer
inspection reveals that
the monk is dead,
apparently of a self-
inflicted wound. His robes
are rent, revealing a
strange symbol painted
on his chest. When the
rain turns to snow, the
caravan is forced to seek
hospitality from the local
lord while they wait for
the storm to pass. The
dead monk, Li Du soon
learns, was a reclusive
painter. According to the
family, his bizarre suicide
is not surprising, given his

obsession with the demon
world. But Li Du is
convinced that all is not
as it seems. Why did the
caravan leader detour to
this particular valley? Why
does the lord’s heir sleep
in the barn like a servant?
And who is the mysterious
woman traveling through
the mountain wilds?
Trapped in the snow,
surrounded by secrets
and an unexplained grief
that haunts the manor, Li
Du cannot distract himself
from memories he’s tried
to leave behind. As he
discovers irrefutable
evidence of the painter’s
murder and pieces
together the dark
circumstances of his
death, Li Du must face the
reason he will not go
home and, ultimately, the
reason why he must.
Scribes of Gastronomy
Signature Books
"Like everything else
written by Jonathan
Spence, The Chan's Great
Continent is an absolute
must-read for anyone
interested in China.
Spence is one of the
greatest Sinologists of our
time, and his work is both
authoritative and highly
readable." —Los Angeles
Times Book Review China
has transfixed the West
since the earliest contacts
between these
civilizations. With his
characteristic elegance
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and insight, Jonathan
Spence explores how the
West has understood
China over seven
centuries. Ranging from
Marco Polo's own
depiction of China and the
mighty Khan, Kublai, in
the 1270s to the China
sightings of three
twentieth-century writers
of acknowledged genius-
Kafka, Borges, and
Calvino-Spence conveys
Western thought on China
through a remarkable
array of expression.
Peopling Spence's
account are Iberian
adventurers,
Enlightenment thinkers,
spinners of the dreamy
cult of Chinoiserie, and
American observers such
as Bret Harte, Mark Twain,
Ezra Pound, and Eugene
O'Neill. Taken together,
these China sightings tell
us as much about the self-
image of the West as
about China. "Wonderful. .
. . Spence brilliantly
demonstrates [how]
generation after
generation of Westerners
[have] asked themselves,
'What is it . . . that held
this astonishing, diverse,
and immensely populous
land together?' "--New
York Times Book Review
The Routledge
Companion to Travel
Writing Cengage
Learning
One of the famous canal

cities of the world and a
former center of culture,
trade, transportation, and
fashion, the old town of
Yangzhou evokes
romantic bridges,
beautiful courtesans, fine
gardens, and eccentric
painters. It is also
remembered as a war-
torn ruin after the Qing
conquest and the Taiping
Rebellion, and as a city in
decline as trade shifted to
seaports and railways.
Yangzhou, A Place in
Literature, the first
anthology to center on a
Chinese city and its local
region, offers a wealth of
literary, semi-literary, and
oral texts representing
social life over three
hundred years of dramatic
change between the
seventeenth and
twentieth centuries. The
selections in this volume
represent a wide range of
literary forms and styles,
both elite and popular,
with subjects ranging
from literature, history,
theater, and art to the
history of architecture and
gardening, and of
material culture at large.
Readers will come across
rarely found details of
everyday life, the sights,
smells, and sounds of the
lanes and teahouses, a
world of taverns,
pilgrimages, communal
baths, fish markets, salt
merchants, acting

troupes, and food in one
of the wealthiest cities of
imperial China. Each text
has an introductory essay
and rich textual notes by
an expert in the relevant
field. The general
introduction provides an
in-depth discussion of the
roles of the local in
historical, cultural,
literary, and linguistic
terms, as mirrored by the
wide range of translated
sources collected in this
volume. The selected
texts are historically and
intellectually important in
their own right, but the
volume greatly enhances
their collective value by
combining them,
arranging them in
historical sequence, and
providing a dense network
of cross-references that
invite comparisons and
reveal contrasts in style,
form, focus, and topic.
With its compelling
accounts of material
culture, urban spaces,
entertainment, and
gender, Yangzhou, A
Place in Literature will
fascinate scholars and
students alike by opening
a window to the rich
cultural history of
Yangzhou. The volume
can serve as a textbook
for courses on traditional
and modern Chinese
literature, popular culture,
the city, or social history.
It will be of great interest
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to scholars of East Asian
studies, as well as to
those in a variety of
comparative fields, such
as urban studies, theater
studies, and gender
studies.
The Gate of Heavenly
Peace Hong Kong
University Press
The chapters in this
ground-breaking volume
examine the complex
practices of biographical
writing in Ming and Qing
China. The authors draw
on a rich variety of
sources to answer some
basic questions: Who
were the writers of these
texts and the subjects of
their biographical
constructions? What
motivated these textual
productions and sustained
the routes from
(re)creations to
(re)publications? The
informed and fascinating
readings illuminate the
enduring appeal of
representing and
represented lives in
Chinese history.
Marble Mountain
Macmillan
As many places around
the world confront issues
of globalization, migration
and postcoloniality, travel
writing has become a
serious genre of study,
reflecting some of the
greatest concerns of our
time. Encompassing forms
as diverse as field

journals, investigative
reports, guidebooks,
memoirs, comic sketches
and lyrical reveries; travel
writing is now a crucial
focus for discussion
across many subjects
within the humanities and
social sciences. An ideal
starting point for
beginners, but also
offering new perspectives
for those familiar with the
field, The Routledge
Companion to Travel
Writing examines: Key
debates within the field,
including postcolonial
studies, gender, sexuality
and visual culture
Historical and cultural
contexts, tracing the
evolution of travel writing
across time and over
cultures Different styles,
modes and themes of
travel writing, from
pilgrimage to tourism
Imagined geographies,
and the relationship
between travel writing
and the social, ideological
and occasionally fictional
constructs through which
we view the different
regions of the world.
Covering all of the major
topics and debates, this is
an essential overview of
the field, which will also
encourage new and
exciting directions for
study. Contributors:
Simon Bainbridge,
Anthony Bale, Shobhana
Bhattacharji, Dúnlaith

Bird, Elizabeth A. Bohls,
Wendy Bracewell, Kylie
Cardell, Daniel Carey,
Janice Cavell, Simon
Cooke, Matthew Day, Kate
Douglas, Justin D.
Edwards, David Farley,
Charles Forsdick, Corinne
Fowler, Laura E. Franey,
Rune Graulund, Justine
Greenwood, James M.
Hargett, Jennifer Hayward,
Eva Johanna Holmberg,
Graham Huggan, William
Hutton, Robin Jarvis,
Tabish Khair, Zoë Kinsley,
Barbara Korte, Julia
Kuehn, Scott Laderman,
Claire Lindsay, Churnjeet
Mahn, Nabil Matar, Steve
Mentz, Laura Nenzi, Aedín
Ní Loingsigh, Manfred
Pfister, Susan L.
Roberson, Paul Smethurst,
Carl Thompson, C.W.
Thompson, Margaret
Topping, Richard White,
Gregory Woods.
Arnold Palmer Routledge
Contact, Conquest and
Colonization brings
together international
historians and literary
studies scholars in order
to explore the force of
practices of comparing in
shaping empires and
colonial relations at
different points in time
and around the globe.
Whenever there was
cultural contact in the
context of European
colonization and empire-
building, historical records
teem with comparisons
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among those cultures.
This edited volume
focuses on what historical
agents actually do when
they compare, rather than
on comparison as an
analytic method. Its
contributors are thus
interested in the ‘doing of
comparison’, and explore
the force of these
practices of comparing in
shaping empires and
(post-)colonial relations
between the sixteenth
and twentieth centuries.
This book will appeal to
students and scholars of
global history, as well as
those interested in
cultural history and the
history of colonialism.
Cultural Centrality and
Political Change in
Chinese History University
of Texas Press
An Anthropological Inquiry
into Confucianism
provides a new lens to
revisit Confucianism.

Drawing upon
anthropological theories,
perspectives, and
empirical studies, Guo Wu
argues that Confucianism
is distinctive and valuable
in its balancing of the
three titular ideas:
emotion, ritual, and
rational principle in theory
and in real-life.
Tsʻao Yin and the Kʻang-
hsi Emperor University of
Washington Press
Covering more than four
centuries of Chinese
history, this work
chronicles the various
dynasties, the ideas of
reformist Confucian
scholars, and China's
poets, novelists, artists,
students, and leaders
Jade Dragon Mountain
Clarion Books
This engaging, deeply
informed book provides
the first concise history of
one of China's most
important eras. Leading

scholar John W. Dardess
offers a thematically
organized political, social,
and economic exploration
of China from 1368 to
1644. He examines how
the Ming dynasty was
able to endure for 276
years, illuminating Ming
foreign relations and
border control, the lives
and careers of its sixteen
emperors, its system of
governance and the kinds
of people who served it,
its great class of literati,
and finally the mass
outlawry that, in unhappy
conjunction with the
Manchu invasions from
outside, ended the once-
mighty dynasty in the
mid-seventeenth century.
The Ming witnessed the
beginning of China's
contact with the West,
and its story will fascinate
all readers interested in
global as well as Asian
history.


